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Kerouac had already begun writing a novel, sty-
listically reminiscent of Thomas Wolfe, about the
torments he was suffering as he tried to balance

his wild city life with his old-world family values.

His friends loved the manuseript, and Ginsberg

asked his Golumbia professors to help find a pub-

lisher for it. It would become Kerouacs first and
most conventional novel, The Town and the City,
which earned him respect and some recognition as
a writer, although it did not make him famous.

[t would be a long time before he would be
published again. He had taken some amazing trips



